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Ski Areas Get Online Pollution Prevention Help

The Peaks to Prairies Pollution Prevention (P2) Information Center in Bozeman, Montana
recently published its online Ski Area pollution prevention topic hub. The hub was a joint
venture of Peaks to Prairies, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
(CDPHE) Pollution Prevention Program, and Tetra Tech EM Inc.

The Ski Area Management topic hub serves as an information resource for pollution
prevention assistance providers, ski area managers and staff, and businesses that provide
products and services to the ski industry. The hub details pollution prevention challenges
faced by ski areas. These include energy use, construction, maintenance, resort and
restaurant management, and snow making. The narrative pinpoints operation areas that
can benefit from pollution prevention. Online links highlight P2 success stories and
strategies used by ski areas. Links and other resources also direct users to green products,
services, industry trends, and environmentally sustainable methods of operation that
benefit ski areas, employees, recreationists, and communities.

According to Mike Vogel, Peaks to Prairies Center Director, the topic hub will help ski
areas help people have fun, while reducing expenses associated with ski operations and
environmental regulations.

“Ski areas face a changing economic as well as a changing global climate,” Vogel said.
“This double whammy is pressing the ski industry and managers into new ways to do
business. This website shows how ski areas are doing everything from lobbying
government officials to addressing climate change, to running the leanest and greenest
mountain operation possible. Greening their operations is proven to be the best way to
save money and improve the environment. The most successful ski areas go far beyond
what regulations require. They are doing novel things that many types of businesses
could benefit from.”

The Ski Hub is one of many industry-specific topic hubs developed by EPA-funded
regional P2 information centers around the United States. Topic hubs are designed to get
users directly to relevant online information, and are updated frequently. To access the
Ski Area topic hub, log on to: http://www.peakstoprairies.org/topichub/. For information
about the Peaks to Prairies Information Center, call (406) 994-3451 or email
information@peakstoprairies.org.
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